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Dear Educator,  

 

Thank you for using “Port of Baltimore Environmental Education” as a resource in your classroom!  This Teachers’ 
Guide includes the on-site activities your students will be completing on their field trip to Hart-Miller Island, Cox Creek, 
or Masonville. Maryland Environmental Service staff will be on-site to direct these activities. The pre- and post-trip 
lesson plans will help you prepare students for their trip and to review and reinforce concepts after visiting one of our 
sites. We hope that these activities provide a valuable learning experience for your students. 

 

Both maritime commerce and the ecology of the Chesapeake Bay are vitally important to Maryland. Each year, more 
than 2,000 cargo vessels and cruise ships call on the Port of Baltimore, moving over 10 million tons of cargo and 
generating more than $2 billion in revenue. As they travel, these ships pass through the Chesapeake Bay, Maryland's 
natural treasure and the nation's largest estuary.   

 

As a result, the Maryland Department of Transportation Maryland Port Administration has dual responsibilities. One is 
to ensure that vessels traveling to and from Baltimore have safe and navigable channels. The second is to support 
regional goals for clean water and healthy wildlife 
habitat in the Chesapeake Bay.  

 

The Maryland Port Administration is committed to 
beneficially reusing material dredged from shipping 
channels and doing required mitigation projects. This 
has created unique opportunities to showcase how the 
commercial industry can help restore valuable habitat 
in the Bay.  We offer free educational field experiences 
at Maryland’s Dredged Material Containment Facilities:  

• Hart-Miller Island  

• Swan Creek Wetland at Cox Creek  

• Masonville  

• Poplar Island 

 

Each pre- and post-trip lesson plan contains:  

• Summary 

• Appropriate grade levels  

• Time required 

• Objectives 

• Materials needed 

• Activity procedure 

• Extensions/related activities 

• Background information 

• Vocabulary 

• Other student copy sheets  
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Most Background Information readings are written for 
an upper middle school audience. You may either print 
this to distribute to your students or review the 
information through a class discussion. 
 
Our Dredged Material Placement Sites are active 
construction sites and therefore, strict safety protocol 
must be followed while touring these locations. We 
welcome visitors of all ages to tour Hart-Miller Island, 
Cox Creek, and Masonville.  However, due to safety 
restrictions, students below 3rd grade may not 
participate in hands-on activities while on-site. 
Accordingly, most lessons and activities included in this 
Guide are best suited for students in grades Pre-K 
through 12. Extensions for younger and older students 
are included when applicable.  
  
We welcome your feedback and encourage you to 
share your experiences with us so that we may improve 
our program. Enclosed at the end of this Teachers’ Guide is a Participant Survey. Thank you for your participation!  
  
We look forward to seeing you on-site! We hope the enclosed lessons are a valuable resource for your students’ 
learning experience.  
  
This curriculum was compiled by the following staff at Maryland Environmental Service:   
Laura Baker 
Maggie Cavey 
Mary Chiarella 
Caitlin Eversmier 
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